901 Worthington Ridge 
1775 


Catharine M. North (1840-1910), studied at Boston 
Conservatory, taught music, & wrote History of Berlin, 
Connecticut. 


Worthington Historic District 


Berlin Historical Society: Walking Tour of Berlin’s Historic District 


901 Worthington Ridge, c. 1780 example of 1 8" century central chimney house. 
This was the home of local historian, Catharine North, great granddaughter of 
Simeon North, first official pistol manufacturer in the United States. Miss North 
(1840-1914) devoted her later years to researching and recording Berlin’s 
history. 


Historic Buildings of Connecticut 


The house at 901 Worthington Ridge in Berlin was built circa 
1780. It was later the home of Catharine North (1840-1914), a 
local historian whose History of Cerlin, Connecticut was 
published in 1916. She was the great-granddaughter of Simeon 
North, an early American pistol manufacturer. According to an 
obituary, reprinted in the Forward to her posthumously 
published history of Berlin: 


Catharine Melinda North, daughter of Deacon Alfred North and Mary Olive Wilcox, was born March 
1, 1840, and, with the exception of one year in girlhood, spent her whole life in Berlin, Conn. She 
was educated in the Curtis School in Hartford, studied in the Boston Conservatory, and taught music 
for a long time in her home town. “Following the example of her father, whom she so greatly loved 
and reverenced, she lived his daily prayer, ‘filling up each day with duty and usefulness.” She 
interested herself in every good cause, and especially in the work of the Second Congregational 
Church of Berlin of which she was a member. In the Sunday school, both as pupil and teacher; in the 
missionary work of the church; and more particularly in the church music, her cooperation was of the 
utmost importance. At one time she assisted the choir with her truly cultivated and musical contralto 
voice, and then for years, she led, as organist, the worship of the church. During the declining years 
of her father, Miss North assisted him in his duties as town clerk, and after his death she gave up her 
music and continued as agent for the fire insurance companies which he had represented. Her 
historical work falls in the last quarter of her life, and her notes seem to show that she was working 
on the history of East Berlin and Beckley Quarter, paying considerable attention to the Bowers 
family, when a stroke of apoplexy ended her work, July 8, 1914. 


Miss North was a director in the Berlin Library Association and a member of the Emma Hart Willard 
chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution. While organist of the Berlin church, she turned 


over the remuneration she received to the Library Association to be used as a fund. One of her 
former pupils characterized her as a “truly educated” woman, “fond of study,” and whose influence 
was to teach others. In her research work, she often sat up until the “dawn o’ day,” pondering on 
historical problems, and it is thought that this may have reduced her physical vitality enough to 
shorten her career. She possessed, also, a considerable knowledge of botany and had a “genuine 
love for a flower.” An intimate friend has paid the following tribute to the memory of Catharine North: 


A long-time friend wishes to express her loving admiration of the character of Miss North, who 
recently entered into her heavenly rest. Her personality was strong, upright and most interesting; 
strong in the force of her mental gifts, and in her moral nature; upright in a most conscientious fidelity 
to all known duty; interesting because responsive to many interests. Her whole nature vibrated in 
many chords. Did one seek her for advice on any point, how quick she was with her helpfulness and 
spirit of service | Did one lead the talk to music, art, travel, history, 
genealogical research, or the deeper things of the spirit, how she 
brightened and enlarged the subject by her own original ways of 
looking at it! Who could ever tire of such a companion? When one 
thinks of the physical pain endured for several years past with the 
most heroic fortitude, one can but rejoice at the thought of the freed 
spirit reaching its highest development where all is light and love. 
We who were her friends are grateful for the companionship of 
these years, and are glad to believe what has been wisely said, that 
“Christians never meet for the last time.” 


Catharine Melinda North (1840-1910) daughter of Alfred North & 
Mary Wilcox. She wrote History of Berlin, Connecticut. She never 
married. Her parents lived at 64 Worthington Ridge. She is buried at 
Maple Cemetery. 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 204 
1780 current owner: James & Barbara Horton 


2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. 
1775 current owner: Timothy & Wendy Kontogouris Sketch 
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Across from the Congregational Church, in an area with many 18th and 


19th century houses. (OVER) 


17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (intertor and/or exterior) — 
This house has a five-bay facade with a central entry. Much of the 
exterior fabric is of recent origin, including the wall cladding, win- 
dow frames, and 12-over-12 sash. The large sidelit entry also appears 
to have much new fabric. It features plain pilasters, and a plain 
architrave and frieze separated by a central molding. A new dentil 
course has been applied beneath the molded cornice. Second-floor 
windows are located high under the molded cornice, which shows a 
partial return across the gable ends. The right elevation has a one- 
story bay window near the front, and a screened-in Victorian porch 
to the rear. There is a later rear extension on a raised brick 
foundation. 
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19 HISTORICAL OR RCHI CTURAL IMPOR NCE 


Although much of its visible fabric is recent, this house is signi- 
ficant as an example of an 18th-century central chimney house. The 
five-bay facade, ridge-parallel orientation, and the location of 


g the second-floor windows are all typical 18th-century features. The 
=f lack of hewn overhangs at the second floor and across the gable ends 
i makes it likely that this house was built in the last quarter of the 
Ff 18th century. 
Little could be discovered about the early history of this house. 
For many years in the 19th century, it was the home of local historian 
Catherine North. 
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